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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Oakley  Manor, 

Belle  Vue, 

Shrewsbury. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Atcham  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  on  the  health  of  Atcham  Rural  District  in  1969. 
The  year  saw  the  division  of  the  South  West  Salop  United  districts  into  Atcham  district  and  the 
Clun  and  Bishops  Castle  district. 

Vital  statistics  for  Atcham  bear  a favourable  comparison  with  those  of  the  country  at  large. 
Maternal  mortality  was  nil.  The  population  of  the  area  continues  to  show  a modest  increase. 

Nuisances  due  to  industrial  waste  products  continue  to  make  their  presence  felt  in  certain 
parts  of  the  district.  Intensive  farming  units  can  add  a new  dimension  to  agricultural  smells. 
More  thought  and  ingenuity  will  have  to  be  directed  to  the  problem  of  waste  disposal.  In  the 
meantime  great  care  is  needed  in  siting  these  units  to  the  leeward  side  of  the  village  if  rural 
amenities  are  to  be  preserved. 

The  full  range  of  personal  health  services  continues  to  be  provided  and  a noteworthy  develop- 
ment is  the  staffing  of  Child  Health  Centres  by  General  Practitioners.  This  can  be  taken  as  an 
example  of  the  closer  integration  of  medical  personnel  working  outside  the  hospital  service. 
Perhaps  we  shall  soon  sec  immunisation  against  rubella  added  to  the  list  of  childhood 
inoculations. 

Once  again  measles  tops  the  bill  of  notifiable  diseases.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  the  effect 
of  measles  immunisation  in  subsequent  years. 

Several  cases  of  infectious  jaundice  were  recorded.  There  was  one  case  in  a closed  community 
but  it  did  not  prove  necessary  to  prevent  spread  by  using  gamma  globulin. 

No  progress  was  made  with  fluoridation  of  water  supplies. 

Again  lung  cancer  has  accounted  for  a high  proportion  of  cancer  deaths.  The  poor  response  by 
the  public  to  anti-smoking  campaigns  continues  to  be  disappointing. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Corfield  and  staff  for  very  willing  co-operation  at  all  times. 

JOHN  HINCHLIFFE 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

England  and  Wales 


16.3 

Live  Birth  Rate 

16.3 

13 

Stillbirth  Rate 

10 

18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

5 

12 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

5 

23 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

14 

11.9 

Death  Rate 

9.5 

Atcham 

(standardised) 


(standardised) 


Area  (in  acres  inclusive  of  water) 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April  1969) 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  1st  April  1969) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  

Estimated  Population  (Mid  1969) 

139,512 
£738,549 
£2,981 
8,733 
26,1 10 

Births 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  

391 

Illegitimate 

21 

Total 

412 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  as  % of  Total  Live  Births  ... 

5.1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population— 

Crude  ... 

15.8 

Standardised  

16.3 

Still  Births: Legitimate  

4 

Illegitimate  

— 

Total 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  

10 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  

416 

Infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1 Year — 

Total  

2 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

5 

Legitimate  

2 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  births 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

Rate  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births  ... 

— 

Deaths  Under  4 Weeks  

2 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

5 

Deaths  Under  1 Week  

2 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

5 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  and 

stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  

14 

5 


Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  (including  abortions)  

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

— 

Deaths 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes 

247 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 

Crude  

9.5 

Standardised  

9.5 

The  total  number  of  the  population  in  the  District  as  at  the  30th  June  1969,  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  as  26,1 10.  This  figure  is  270  above  the  figure  given  for  1968. 

The  following  arc  the  estimates  of  the  population  for  the  District  in  1969,  and  the  figures  for 
the  years  1967  and  1968  are  also  given  for  comparison  purposes. 


1967  1968 

Estimated  Population  25,650  25,840 


1969  Increase 

26,110  270 
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SECTION  B 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


These  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  authority  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Child  Health  Centres 


{b)  Family  Planning  Clinics 

The  Shrewsbury  and  District  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  operate  clinics  in 
the  County  Council’s  Health  Centre  at  Murivance,  Shrewsbury,  as  follows: — Mondays  1.30  p.m. 
— 3.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Mondays  each  month,  6.30  p.m. — 
7.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted);  2nd  Wednesday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. — 3.30  p.m.  (For 
Oral  Contraceptive  and  Appointments).  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month,  11.00 
a.m. — 1.00  p.m.  (For  advice  on  Intra-Uterine  devices  by  appointment  only). 


(c)  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children 

Moral  Welfare  Workers  employed  by  the  Hereford  and  Lichfield  Diocesan  Associations 
(to  whom  the  County  Council  pay  annual  grants  of  £800  and  £900  respectively)  cover  the  District, 
being  based  as  follows: — 

Miss  M.  Barfoot,  87  Spring  Meadow,  Sutton  Hill,  Telford  (Dawley  6531). 

Miss  P.  Barnes,  Lyme  Cottage,  Eardisland,  Leominster  (Pembridge  274). 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Jones,  25  Talbot  Chambers,  Market  Street,  Shrewsbury  (Shrewsbury  4900). 

The  County  Council  also  gives  substantial  grants  to  two  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  affiliated 
to  the  Lichfield  Diocese,  but  within  the  County,  to  which  cases  from  any  County  District  may 
be  admitted. 


(i d ) Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  are  seven  distribution  points  in  the  area  from  which  supplies  of  National  Welfare 
Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A and  D tablets)  can 
be  obtained.  These  points  have  been  set  up  at  a variety  of  places,  including  Child  Health  Centres, 
Post  Offices,  local  shops  and  private  houses. 


Public  Hall,  Pontesbury 
Memorial  Hall,  Bayston  Hill 
Village  Hall,  Condover 


2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 

Mondays 

2nd  Fridays 
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Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council  employs  a total  of  2 midwives  in  the  District.  Throughout  the  whole 
area  they  undertake  district  nursing  as  well  as  Midwifery  duties.  In  addition,  two  full-time 
District  Nurses  are  employed. 


Health  Visiting 

The  year  1969  saw  progress  in  the  scheme  of  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  General  Practices 
in  the  area. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury,  and  the  telephone  number 
is  Shrewsbury  6331.  A new  full-time  Ambulance  Depot  was  opened  at  Craven  Arms  on  25th 
December  1965,  replacing  the  former  Sub-Depots  at  Ludlow  and  Bishop’s  Castle.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  1 969  there  were  1 6 ambulances  at  Shrewsbury,  and  7 dual  purpose  vehicles.  5 ambulances 
and  2 dual  purpose  vehicles  were  based  at  Craven  Arms. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Protection  is  offered,  in  particular  to  pre-school  children,  school  children,  and  in  special 
circumstances  to  others,  against  Smallpox.  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis 
and  Measles  and  to  children  of  thirteen-years  and  over  against  Tuberculosis. 

The  immunisation  procedure  is  carried  out  in  many  cases  by  General  Medical  Practitioners, 
and  by  School  Medical  Officers  in  Clinics  and  Schools. 

Travellers  to  countries  where  Yellow  Fever  is  endemic  are  given  protection  but  a fee  of  25s. 
is  charged  for  this  service.  Vaccination  sessions,  for  which  patients  are  given  appointments,  are 
held  at  the  Shirehall,  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  the  month 
at  3 p.m. 


Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

(a)  All  home  nurses  and  midwives  hold  a small  supply  of  minor  articles  of  nursing  equipment 
such  as  hot  water  bottles,  air  rings,  bed  pans  and  feeding  cups  for  loan  to  patients  being  nursed 
at  home. 

(b)  The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  falls  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards  to  provide  in  the  way 
of  Sanatoria  and  Chest  Clinics,  but  the  preventive  and  after-care  side  of  the  work  is  shared  between 
the  Hospital  Boards  and  Local  Health  Authorities.  The  County  Council  for  their  share  provide 
open-air  Shelters  where  required.  They  also  join  with  Regional  Boards  in  making  from  time  to 
time  local  arrangements  for  Chest  Radiology  Surveys,  and  through  their  Health  Visitors  under- 
take a considerable  amount  of  follow-up  work  with  patients.  Extra  nourishment  may  be  provided 
in  necessitous  cases. 

(c)  Arrangements  are  made  under  this  section  for  the  convalescence  of  persons  not  requiring 
special  medical  or  nursing  care. 

(d)  Through  their  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Health  Visitors,  the  County  Council  are 
responsible  for  the  supervision  in  their  own  homes  of  mentally  handicapped  persons,  and  also 
for  helping  general  medical  practitioners  to  secure  hospital  treatment  for  those  persons  who 
become  mentally  unbalanced. 
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Domestic  Help 

This  area  is  for  the  most  part  served  from  two  Home  Help  Offices.  The  Shrewsbury  Office, 
which  is  open  from  Monday  to  Friday,  deals  with  the  majority  of  the  cases  in  the  Atcham  Rural 
District.  There  is  an  office  in  Church  Stretton,  open  on  Monday  mornings  and  Thursday  after- 
noons. A few  cases  on  the  eastern  borders  of  the  Atcham  Rural  District  may  fall  to  be  dealt  with 
by  either  the  Wellington  or  the  Bridgnorth  Home  Help  Offices. 


The  table  below  gives  particulars  of  the  cases  provided  with  help  from  the  offices  named 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December  1969: 


Type  of  Case 

Home  Help  Office 

Aged  and 

Temporary 

Totals 

Chronic  Sick 

Maternity 

Illness 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

Shrewsbury 

548 

33 

31 

— 

2 

614 

Church  Stretton 

33 

— 

2 

— 

— 

35 

Totals 

581 

33 

33 

— 

2 

649 

The  majority  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Shrewsbury  office  were  resident  in  the  Borough. 


Hospital  Service 

Complementary  to  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  provisions 
of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  are  provided 
by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  under  the  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Act. 

The  District  is  reasonably  well  supplied  with  hospitals  under  the  Nos.  15  and  16  Hospital 
Management  Committees,  and  by  Consultants  based  on  the  principal  hospitals  but  who  hold 
Specialist  Clinics  at  many  of  the  smaller  hospitals  in  the  area. 

For  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  Chest  Clinics  are  held  at  Copthorne 
Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  and  at  Wellington. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  1 Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  provided  by  the  Shrewsbury  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  as  part  of  the  hospital  and  specialist  services.  The  Medical 
Officers  in  charge  are  Dr.  J.  P.  G.  Rogerson  and  Dr.  E.  M.  McCarter.  The  Clinic  also  serves 
the  neighbouring  Counties  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Radnorshire. 

The  times  of  sessions  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  are  now  as  follows: 

Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  6-8  p.m. 

Females:  Mondays  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.30-5.30  p.m. 

Thursdays  ...  ...  ...  ...  5-7  p.m. 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  is  extensively  used  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  and  sewage  effluents  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Chester. 

Good  laboratory  facilities  are  very  necessary  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones,  of  the  Shrewsbury  Laboratory,  and  his  staff 
for  their  assistance,  in  particular  perhaps  for  their  invaluable  advice  when  some  bacteriological 
or  epidemiological  problem  arises. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  service  underwent  a radical  change  during  the  year,  with  the  introduction  of  weekly 
collection  schedules  in  place  of  the  former  fortnightly  collection. 

This  improvement  in  the  service  was  brought  about  with  the  introduction  of  an  incentive 
bonus  scheme  for  the  collection  staff,  and  the  results  have  been  very  gratifying.  The  new  schedules 
were  started  in  June,  after  a detailed  examination  of  the  service  by  Messrs.  P.A.  Management 
Consultants  Ltd.,  in  co-operation  with  members  of  the  staff. 

The  majority  of  the  district  was  placed  on  a weekly  collection  in  June,  and  the  parishes  of 
Great  Ness  and  Montford  were  also  included  later  in  the  year  when  an  additional  collection 
vehicle  became  available.  There  are  now  only  a few  houses  in  outlying  areas  which  receive  a 
fortnightly  collection. 

These  improvements  were  achieved  at  an  increased  cost  of  less  than  25%,  and  the  staff 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  co-operation  which  they  have  shown  in  implementing  the  new 
schedules. 

One  more  collector  was  added  to  the  staff,  making  a total  of  16  including  the  foreman. 

The  collection  vehicles  are  all  modern  rear-loading  machines  consisting  of  four  Dennis  Paxit 
18/24  cu.  yard  freighters,  and  one  Dennis  Paxit  3C,  35/50  cu.  yard  continuous-loader,  purchased 
in  August  to  make  available  a spare  vehicle.  This  was  felt  to  be  essential  as  the  new  schedules 
have  imposed  greater  strains  on  the  vehicles. 

New  regulations  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  in  respect  of  Commercial  vehicles  are 
beginning  to  come  into  operation,  and  this  will  mean  extra  diligent  attention  to  ensure  that  the 
Council’s  vehicles  are  constantly  in  good  condition.  In  this  context,  the  Council’s  fitter  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  his  efforts  to  keep  a growing  fleet  of  vehicles  in  a roadworthy  state. 

Due  to  the  change  in  the  service,  it  has  been  impossible  to  calculate  how  much  refuse  has  been 
collected  during  the  year,  but  it  is  clear  that  this  will  be  well  in  excess  of  that  collected  in  1968. 
A mileage  of  55,003  was  covered  by  the  five  vehicles,  an  increase  of  7,587  miles  due  to  the  increased 
frequency  of  collection. 

The  dustbin  hiring  scheme,  inaugurated  in  1955,  continued  successfully,  and  a total  of  509 
bins  were  issued  during  1969.  Nearly  five  thousand  bins  have  been  issued  since  the  scheme 
commenced.  The  Council  is  now  buying  injection  moulded  plastic  bins,  which  are  much  lighter 
than  the  former  galvanised  bins,  and  do  not  rot.  These  have  proved  a success. 

The  Corporation  of  Shrewsbury  have  continued  to  use  the  Boars  Den  tip  by  agreement  with 
the  Council,  and  the  arrangement  has  worked  well,  with  mutually  beneficial  results.  Tipping  by 
private  contractors  continued,  and  the  income  from  tipping  permits  amounted  to  approximately 
£600.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  approximately  half  the  tip  had  been  completed  to  finished  level,  and 
had  been  soiled  over.  The  tip  is  expected  to  be  full  by  1971. 

The  Council  has  exercised  its  powers  and  responsibilities  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  the  spoilation  of  the  countryside  by  illegal  dumping  of  rubbish.  In  this  context 
a considerable  number  of  old  motor  cars  have  been  removed  to  the  tip  either  by  the  owners,  or 
by  the  Council  in  default. 


Rodent  Control 

Although  the  Council’s  rodent  control  scheme  continued  to  operate  during  the  year,  the 
spread  of  Warfarin-resistance  in  rats  continued,  particularly  in  the  Western  parishes.  This  has 
led  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  Warfarin  throughout  the  district. 
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In  place  of  Warfarin,  the  Council’s  operators  have  been  using  Racumin  (an  anti-coagulant 
poison  similar  to  Warfarin)  and  zinc  phosphide  (an  acute  poison).  The  use  of  these  poisons  has 
been  reasonably  successful,  although  more  expensive  than  Warfarin.  There  is  reason  to  suppose, 
however,  that  resistance  to  Racumin  is  becoming  apparent  in  the  Southern  fringes  of  the  district. 

A temporary  operator  was  engaged  in  October  for  the  winter  months  to  assist  Mr.  Aston 
when  the  demand  for  his  services  is  most  acute. 

Summary  of  premises  treated  during  the  year: 


Private  houses  ... 

352 

Agricultural  properties 

76 

Business  properties 

55 

Council  sewerage  schemes. 

sewage  works. 

tips,  lay-byes,  etc. 

40 

Slum  Clearance 

The  year  has  been  spent  in  consolidating  the  effects  of  the  housing  survey  programme  which 
was  completed  in  1967,  although  at  the  end  of  the  year  a start  had  been  made  of  the  second  round 
of  the  survey. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  considered  (following  the  service  of  'time  and  place’  notices) 
only  three  houses,  on  which  demolition  orders  were  made.  A total  of  22  unfit  houses  were 
demolished  during  the  year,  however,  and  since  the  slum  clearance  drive  began  in  1964,  a total  of 
237  houses  throughout  the  district  have  now  been  demolished.  As  opposed  to  this,  70  houses 
were  made  fit  during  the  year,  including  three  on  which  the  Council  had  previously  made 
demolition  orders. 

Eighteen  families  were  re-housed  from  condemned  cottages  during  the  year,  and  although  the 
numbers  arc  gradually  reducing,  it  should  be  noted  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still 
nearly  150  families  living  in  condemned  houses. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  I have  received  co-operation  from  most  owners  of  sub-standard  houses 
(i.e.  houses  not  subject  to  orders)  which  have  become  vacant,  usually  when  the  Council  have  re- 
housed the  occupants.  In  these  instances  I have  written  to  the  owners  requesting  that  the  houses 
be  not  re-occupied  until  brought  up  to  standard. 

There  is  still  a large  number  of  sub-standard  houses  however,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new, 
increased  improvement  grants  will  speed  up  action  on  these  poorer  homes. 


Drainage 

The  year  has  seen  the  usual  crop  of  drainage  nuisances,  mainly  due  to  the  unsatisfactory 
disposal  of  septic  tank  effluents. 

It  is  clear  that  a closer  scrutiny  will  have  to  be  made  of  any  proposals  to  install  septic  tanks 
where  the  disposal  of  the  effluent  is  likely  to  affect  other  people.  In  some  instances,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  confine  development  to  areas  where  a main  sewer  is  available,  because  of  the 
impermeable  nature  of  the  sub-soil. 

In  this  connection  it  is  gratifying  to  see  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  near-completion  of  the 
Hanwood  Sewerage  Scheme,  and  the  commencement  of  the  Cressage  Scheme. 

Several  other  parts  of  the  Council’s  area  are  badly  in  need  of  main  sewerage  facilities,  notably 
Annscroft,  Longden,  Dorrington,  Upton  Magna  and  Westbury. 
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Water  Supplies  and  Samples 

During  the  year  a total  of  188  water  samples  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary.  In  addition,  two  samples 
were  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 

A large  proportion  of  the  bacteriological  samples  were  obtained  from  private  mains,  wells, 
boreholes,  or  springs  and  of  these  samples  only  approximately  one  quarter  were  of  a satisfactory 
quality.  Where  unsatisfactory  samples  were  found  the  consumers  were  warned  of  the  conse- 
quences of  drinking  unsound  water  and  (where  possible)  a detailed  investigation  of  the  supply  was 
carried  out.  In  some  cases  the  source  of  the  pollution  was  revealed  by  the  investigations  and 
remedial  measures  could  be  taken,  but  in  other  cases  where  an  improvement  in  the  bacteriological 
quality  was  unobtainable,  the  owner  of  the  dwelling  was  advised  to  either  seek  a satisfactory 
alternative  supply  or  install  a suitable  filter. 

In  spite  of  continued  chlorination  to  the  private  supplies  of  Uppington  and  Rushton,  routine 
sampling  has  revealed  a deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water.  Detailed  investigation  of  the 
supplies  has  indicated  that  one  of  the  three  springs  supplying  Uppington  is  grossly  polluted  and 
the  two  springs  serving  Rushton  are  of  a satisfactory  quality  at  source  but  are  being  contaminated 
on  route  to  the  collection  chamber.  These  findings  have  been  discussed  with  the  Agent  for  the 
Estate  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  work  will  commence  on  measures  to  eliminate 
the  pollution. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  Swimming  Baths  at  Pontesbury  Secondary  School  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  at  regular  intervals  until  September  1969,  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  close  the  bath  for  repairs.  The  swimming  bath  was  still  undergoing  repairs  and 
closed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  necessary  repairs  had  a bearing  on  the  quality  of  the  water, 
which  although  of  mains  origin  was  re-circulated. 


Food  Premises 


General  Stores  70 

Tobacconist  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  13 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels  61 

Licenced  Clubs  7 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Creameries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  canning  factory 1 

Chemists’  Shops  2 

Cafes  10 

Village  halls  43 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955: 

Fish  frying  premises 2 

Ice  cream  retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 


The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  In  addition,  where  persons  were  employed  on 
the  premises,  it  was  often  possible  to  combine  the  visit  with  an  inspection  under  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act.  Generally,  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  but  where 
contraventions  were  found  a letter  was  sent  to  the  person  carrying  on  the  business  outlining 
the  defects  and  this  invariably  resulted  in  the  premises  being  brought  up  to  a satisfactory 
standard. 
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In  my  last  report,  I expressed  some  concern  over  the  sale  of  soft  ice-cream  from  mobile 
vehicles  and  therefore  I am  pleased  to  say  that  there  has  been  a great  improvement  in  the  cleanli- 
ness and  management  of  the  one  main  business  centred  in  this  district  catering  for  the  sale  of 
this  type  of  ice-cream. 


Petroleum  Storage 

During  the  year,  the  Council  received  only  one  application  for  a new  licence  to  store  petroleum 
spirit,  although  there  were  three  applications  from  existing  licencees  to  increase  their  storage 
capacity.  This  reflects  the  increasing  pressures  brought  on  retailers  by  the  oil  companies  to  raise 
the  minimum  storage  capacity  so  that  delivery  tankers  can  be  used  more  economically.  The 
opportunity  has  been  taken  on  these  occasions  to  bring  the  filling  stations  up  to  the  current 
Home  Office  standards  when  new  equipment  is  being  installed. 

Three  licencees  ceased  storage,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  147  licenced  installations, 
of  which  40  were  held  by  petrol  retailers,  and  one  by  a major  oil  company  (bulk  depot). 

During  the  year  also,  new  codes  of  practice  were  issued  by  the  Home  Office,  and  these 
incorporated  (amongst  many  other  items)  recommendations  for  self-service  stations,  of  which 
there  is  none  in  the  Atcham  Rural  District  at  present. 

It  is  now  five  years  since  pre-war  tanks  were  subjected  to  pressure  tests,  and  in  accordance 
with  Home  Office  requirements,  this  exercise  will  have  to  be  employed  again  in  1970. 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  of  significance  during  the  year  and,  in  fact,  the 
total  of  notifications  was  appreciably  reduced  in  comparison  to  1968.  This  was  accounted  for  by  a 
large  reduction  in  the  cases  of  whooping  cough. 

One  mild  case  of  para-typhoid  fever  occurred  in  a boy  who  had  been  holidaying  abroad, 
and  there  were  the  usual  salmonella  infections,  some  of  which  were  associated  with  similar 
infections  in  farm  animals. 

Unusually,  two  cases  of  scabies  were  notified  in  one  family  at  Buildwas,  and  a number  of  cases 
of  infective  jaundice  were  revealed  after  this  was  declared  a notifiable  disease. 

A case  of  undulant  fever  (brucellosis)  was  discovered  in  a resident  of  Bayston  Hill,  although  the 
disease  is  not  notifiable.  The  patient  was  a world-wide  traveller,  and  could  have  contracted  the 
disease  whilst  abroad. 


Nuisances 

The  number  of  nuisance  complaints  continues  to  increase  for  a variety  of  reasons,  and  this 
reflects  the  changes  in  the  character  of  the  district  (e.g.  the  urbanisation  of  many  of  our  villages). 

The  continual  growth  of  intensive  farming  techniques  is  producing  more  and  more  problems, 
mainly  in  the  disposal  of  waste  products.  In  this  connection  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a statutory 
notice  on  one  firm  of  egg  producers  in  Ford  to  secure  the  abatement  of  a very  bad  nuisance,  and 
there  were  several  more  farmers  practising  intensive  methods  in  the  villages  of  Hanwood, 
Minsterley  and  Yockleton.  Residents  of  these  villages  had  good  cause  for  complaint  from 
time  to  time  during  the  summer. 

There  were  the  usual  crop  of  drainage  nuisances,  mainly  arising  from  the  difficulty  of  dispos- 
ing of  septic  tank  effluents:  other  complaints  arose  from  the  keeping  of  animals,  domestic  boiler 
installations,  factory  noise  and  dust  from  a stone  quarry. 
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Public  Health  Inspectors’  Visits 


Housing  applications  and  management 

850 

Nuisances  

165 

Housing  Acts  

406 

Water  supplies  

452 

Drainage  

660 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  

1,647 

Transport  maintenance  

98 

Caravans 

85 

Pests  Act 

110 

Infectious  diseases  (including  food  poisoning)... 

101 

Food  premises  

138 

Sale  of  ice-cream  

13 

Unsound  food 

21 

Clean  Air  Act  

10 

Petroleum  Regulations 

55 

Infested  premises  ... 

88 

Civic  Amenities  Act  

87 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

45 

Factories  Act  

12 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

24 

Keeping  of  animals 

15 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 

7 

Knackers  Yard 

4 

Welfare 

14 

Miscellaneous  

174 

Total 

5,281 

Housing  Management 

The  total  of  permanent  Council  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  had  risen  by  the  end  of  the  year 
to  1,469. 

The  maintenance  of  these  dwellings  necessitated  the  employment,  through  Contractors,  of  at 
least  five  men  full  time,  and  several  others  on  a casual  basis.  A total  of  1,920  repair  instructions 
were  issued  during  the  year  to  all  trades,  and  all  urgent  and  pressing  work  was  carried  out. 

The  contribution  to  the  repairs  fund  remained  constant  at  £15  per  house  this  year,  but  sharp 
increases  in  wages  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  constant  increase  in  the  cost  of  materials 
has  had  a predicatable  effect,  and  the  fund  was  under  some  pressure  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Moreover,  the  Council’s  stock  of  houses  is  constantly  ageing,  and  major  items  of  repair  are  now 
required  in  some  instances.  The  electrical  wiring  in  pre-war  houses  in  particular  is  generally 
inadequate  by  today’s  standards,  and  a programme  of  improvements  to  electrical  systems  was 
commenced  during  the  year.  One  large  item  of  expense  during  the  year  involved  the  partial  re- 
roofing of  the  Council’s  twelve  Swedish  timber  houses  at  Condover. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  there  was  no  frost  damage  recorded;  a Council  house  at 
Leebotwood  was  damaged  slightly  by  a fire  which  started  in  the  kitchen,  but  only  minor  damage 
occurred  which  was  covered  by  the  Council’s  insurance  policies. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  first  complete  twelve  months’  occupation  of  the 
centrally-heated  flats  at  Hanwood,  and  it  interesting  and  gratifying  to  note  that  the  cost  of  the 
Electricaire  heating  was  very  reasonable.  During  the  winter  months,  these  two-bedroomed  flats 
were  fully  heated  and  provided  with  ample  hot  water  for  twenty-four  shillings  per  week;  over 
the  year  as  a whole  the  total  cost  of  all  electricity  used  averaged  28/3d.  per  week. 
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One  of  the  more  difficult  problems  facing  the  department,  was  that  of  cutting  grassed  areas  on 
the  various  estates:  it  appears  that  gone  are  the  days  when  local  pensioners  are  eager  to  undertake 
this  work  to  supplement  their  incomes.  Various  methods  were  used  to  overcome  the  problem, 
but  it  is  felt  that  this  is  a nettle  which  will  have  to  be  firmly  grasped  in  future. 

It  is  sad  to  note  the  unfortunate  impact  the  motor  car  is  having  on  many  Council  estates. 
Some  tenants  are  constructing  unsatisfactory  vehicular  accesses  without  the  Council’s  consent, 
and  many  of  the  garages  which  have  been  erected  are  extremely  untidy  or  ugly.  Moreover,  there 
are  a growing  number  of  old,  unlicenced  cars  littering  the  estates,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
have  several  of  these  compulsorily  removed. 


Re-Housing 

During  the  year,  a total  of  149  families  were  re-housed  (slightly  less  than  in  1968)  and  these 

were  made  up  as  follows: 

From  Airfield  hutments  

4 

From  sub-standard  houses  

18 

From  waiting  list 

82 

Re-arranged  and  exchanged  tenancies 

45 

Total  .. 

149 

A total  of  264  applications  were  received  during  the  year,  and  at  31st  December  the  waiting  list 
stood  at  492.  f inding  houses  for  the  remaining  airfield  tenants  presented  some  problems,  but  it  is 
gratifying  to  record  that  the  last  hutment  tenant  was  re-housed  in  a permanent  home  in  July  1969, 
and  all  the  hutments  were  then  demolished.  The  lease  on  the  Hospital  Site  at  Atcham  expired  in 
September,  and  the  National  Trust  accepted  the  termination. 

1 arly  in  the  year,  the  remainder  of  the  centrally-heated  two-bedroomed  flats  were  completed 
at  Hanwood,  and  during  the  year  also  the  twenty-eight  two-bedroomed  flats  at  Bailey  Crescent, 
Pontesbury,  were  completed  and  occupied.  In  December  1969.  the  first  eight  of  the  twenty-four 
two-bedroomed  fiats  at  Minstcrley  were  occupied,  it  is  unfortunate  that  (mainly  because  of 
sewerage  problems)  there  was  again  no  new  Council  housing  provided  in  the  Eastern  half  of  the 
district,  and  those  applicants  who  have  expressed  a wish  to  be  re-housed  in  those  areas  will  have  a 
longer  wait. 

It  is  noticeable  that  tenants  are  unwilling  to  accept  the  sta  ndards  of  the  past,  and  in  particular 
the  central  heating  has  been  very  well  received.  A growing  number  of  tenants  are  also  having 
telephones  installed,  and  it  is  now  an  accepted  fact  that  most  households  own  a motor  car. 


Housing  Statistics 

No.  of  habitable  dwellings  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  8,733 

No.  of  permanent  Council  houses,  flats  and  bungalows  ...  1,469 

No.  of  houses  completed  in  1969 — 

Council  houses  44 

Private  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

No.  of  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December  1969 — 

Council  houses  16 

Private  houses  239 

No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  22 

No.  of  unfit  houses  closed  2 

No.  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Total  No.  of  applications  on  waiting  list  at  31st  December  1969  492 
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Staff 


The  only  staff  change  during  the  year  was  that  Miss  S.  Williams  left  to  take  up  a nursing 
career,  and  Mrs.  J.  Thomas  was  engaged  in  her  stead. 


DENTS  CORFIELD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Manager 
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SECTION  D 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Measles  

49 

Whooping  Cough  

4 

Pneumonia  

4 

Poliomyelitis: 

Paralytic  

— 

Non-paralytic  

— 

Food  Poisoning  

2 

Erysipelas  

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

Dysentery  

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

— 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary  

— 

Non-pulmonary  

1 

Para-Typhoid 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis  

3 

Totals  

73 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  was  73 — 28  less  than 
the  number  notified  in  the  previous  year. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  were  notified.  Children  can  be  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis,  either  by  the  family  doctors  or  at  the  Schools  or  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department.  The  last  case  of  diphtheria 
notified  was  in  the  year  1 949. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  on 

the  Register  as  at  the 

31st  December  1969: 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

30  34 

8 9 

38 

43 

Only  one  new  case  of  (non-pulmonary)  tuberculosis  (male)  was  notified  as  occurring  during 
the  year. 


Deaths 

There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  including  leukaemia,  in  the  District  was  53.  This 
gives  a death  rate  of  2.03  per  1 .000  of  the  population. 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  this  disease,  12  were  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  (10  male  and  2 female). 
The  percentage  of  the  cases  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  was  22.64  per  cent  of  cancer  deaths  (in 
1968  it  was  28.21  per  cent). 
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APPENDIX  I 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Causes  of  Death 

B5 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System 

1 

B 1 9(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Oesophagus 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

5 

B 1 9(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Intestine... 

11 

B 1 9(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Bronchus 

12 

B 1 9(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast  

8 

B19(8) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

1 

BI9(9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Prostate — 

1 

B 19(10) 

Leukaemia 

2 

B19(l  1) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

12 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

3 

B46(4) 

Other  Diseases — Nervous  System 

2 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

3 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

55 

B29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

7 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

58 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  Circulatory  System 

7 

B32 

Pneumonia 

13 

B 3 3 ( 1 ) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

7 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases — Respiratory  System  . . . 

3 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

3 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases— Digestive  System 

4 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases — Genito-Urinary 

2 

B46(10) 

Diseases  Musculo-Skeletal  

1 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  

2 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

9 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents 

8 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

1 

All  Causes  

247 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  39  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  crude  death-rate 
is  9.5  per  1 ,000  of  the  population. 

The  three  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  in  previous  years,  Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases, 
Cerebro-Vascular  diseases  and  Malignant  diseases. 

There  were  9 deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  8 deaths  from  other  accidents. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  infectious  diseases  (diptheria, 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever),  which  used  to  be  the  cause  of  death  among  young 
children,  and  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  poliomyelitis. 
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APPENDIX  II 


1.  Inspections: 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

Factories  not  included,  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority... 

102 

12 

1 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

3 

1 

— 

— 

Total  

105 

13 

1 

— 

2.  Defects: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Rell 

To  II. M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  fS.I) 

Overcrowding  tS.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

— 

— 



— 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S. 6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — — 

(a)  Insufficient  

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 



2 



(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 





___ 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out-work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 

3.  Outwork — Nil. 
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